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"A transformative journey..."
When in 2018 we put out a call for applications for the inaugural Mawazo PhD

Scholars Programme, we could never have anticipated what lay ahead. What a

"transformative journey " it has been, as Melisa Allela, one of the PhD Scholars

told us as the programme came to an end this March. From 170

applicants spanning six African countries, Mawazo chose 10 Scholars who

together represent some of the most novel and in�uential research taking place

across Kenya. 

Our Scholars, in their 10 distinctive �elds are �lling knowledge gaps around life

threatening viruses like Ebola and HIV/AIDS; studying emerging threats such

as antimicrobial resistance; helping map out the future smart city that is Nairobi;

and identifying areas for possible policy intervention when it comes to pressing

issues like global migration patterns. Their individual and collective areas of

research are the stu� Big Ideas are born of. Which is why we spent our year with

them helping to cultivate these ideas.

We supported our Scholars through research funding, and training and travel

grants to attend workshops and conferences. We provided them with mentorship

from female scientists and other subject matter experts who

have journeyed before them. We worked with partners and industry leaders to

teach them skills they will need to be publicly engaged scientists and leaders in

their �elds. We gave them opportunities to share their work and expanded their

networks — and potential reach.

The results are outstanding:

 5 of 10 of our Scholars are expected to graduate this year. Another half of them

secured additional funding and grants thanks to Mawazo support. One of them

paid for her entire �eld research and lab analysis using Mawazo funding. She is

https://mawazoinstitute.org/phd-scholars
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/5/24/the-transformative-power-of-african-research
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now drafting her thesis. In a country where only 11% of every doctoral class

graduates and 80% of women self-fund their doctoral degrees, we know that we

have given our Scholars a better chance at success. 

To our 2018 Scholars, we say a hearty thank you for journeying with us. We also

congratulate you for your accomplishments over the last year, and celebrate your

part in creating prosperous African futures.

The Mawazo Team

 

The 2018 Scholars share their fellowship experience

The culmination of our one-year

fellowship was a day-long research

symposium where Scholars shared

the progress of their research with a

 

On International Girls in ICT

Day, April 23rd, Elizabeth

Benson supported costs for

Meet The 2018 Mawazo PhD Scholars on our Blog

https://youtu.be/0-pKS793unY
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/3/19/mawazo-institute-research-symposium
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Digital-Inclusion/Women-and-Girls/Girls-in-ICT-Portal/Pages/Portal.aspx
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/5/24/the-transformative-power-of-african-research
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panel of local experts. For Scholars,

who are at di�erent stages of their

PhD, this was a valuable opportunity

to test the strength of their research

and identify new areas for further

exploration. But the symposium is not

the only place where our Scholars

have been presenting their ideas and

gaining recognition.

Here are some of their other

highlights:

Melisa Allela was selected as a

2019 recipient of the prestigious

HEVA Cultural Heritage Seed

Fund

In March, Peris Amabala hosted

a community sensitization

workshop on �loviruses in

partnership with USAID-

Predict in Laikipia County

seven girls to attend an ICT

conference at Safaricom

Alpha, where she had

been invited as a guest

speakerAt the end of May, Susan

Gichuna  attended the 15th

World Conference on Transport

Research in Mumbai

Also in April, Edinah Song'oro

attended the Partnership for

African Social and Governance

Research (PASGR) Advanced

Training For Multi-Method &

Policy Oriented Research held in

Nairobi

Lastly, Elizabeth Benson was

appointed Accommodation

Chair for Deep Learning

Indaba-Kenya Conference,

taking place at Kenyatta

University from 25th - 31st

August

Meet Dr. Teresiah Njihia

 
Our �rst graduate of the Scholars Programme, Teresiah, is an entomologist who

is creating new knowledge that will help in the development of non-toxic, and

a�ordable, pesticides for co�ee farmers in Africa. Just a couple of days ago,

Teresiah was awarded her doctoral degree from the Jomo Kenyatta University of

Agriculture and Technology’s Horticulture department.

Congratulations Dr. Teresiah!

https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/6/7/mawazo-scholar-melisa-allela-chosen-for-heva-cultural-heritage-seed-fund
https://twitter.com/MawazoInstitute/status/1110160691837763586
http://www.wctrs-conference.com/
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/3/5/meet-teresiah-njihia-entomologist-and-mawazo-scholar
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We have been working with organisations like DAAD and the African
Academy of Sciences to learn from their vibrant alumni programmes. Stay

tuned for Mawazo's own pilot alumni programme launching this
September. 

Since the Mawazo opportunities page launched in November, we have connected

African students, researchers, and practitioners to  over 170 (and counting)

funding, training, conferences, and other opportunities to aid their academic and

professional development. Featured in June/July (with deadlines you don't want

to miss):

Call for Applications The Royal Tropical Institute (KIT) of The Netherlands

Professional Development Programme for Gender Trainers  (Deadline:

29 June)

Call for Applications Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study (JIAS)

Writing Fellowships 2020 (Deadline: 30 June)

https://mawazoinstitute.org/scholar-opportunities/
https://mawazoinstitute.org/scholar-opportunities/
https://www.kit.nl/study/course/professional-development-programme-for-gender-trainers/?utm_source=PDPGT+-+Gender+list+complete&utm_campaign=05b74c1c16-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_PDPGT-May+2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_98278d988b-05b74c1c16-158236857&mc_cid=05b74c1c16&mc_eid=6b10f21eae
https://jias.joburg/offering/apply/
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Call for Applications African Academy of Sciences (AAS) A�liates

Programme 2019 (Deadline: 15 July)

Call for Applications PASET Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund

(RSIF) PhD Scholarships 2019 (Deadline: 22 July)

Want to see  your opportunities  on our page? Share them with us

at opportunities@mawazoinstitute.org

Mawazo in the News
 

Visit our media page for a summary of

Mawazo's recent media appearances

including:

PhD Scholar, Elizabeth

Benson's feature in the

Business Daily as part of the

International Women's Day

themed article

#BalanceForBetter 

CEO, Dr. Rose M. Mutiso also

gave a talk at the Nairobi

Garage's After O�ce Hours,

discussing the need for more

women in academia

The Mawazo Blog
 

Visit our blog page to stay up-to-date

on all of our events and

activities including:

International Women's Day

celebrations, featuring the

women of Mawazo

National DNA Day Link Round

Up; and

a visit from Ms. Adirah Ashet-

Tsalmiel’s all-girl 'Chemistry is

Cool,' class

Recent Partnerships

https://www.aasciences.ac.ke/calls/call-aas-affiliates-2019
https://app.rsif-paset.org/rsif-applications-2019/index.php
mailto:opportunities@mawazoinstitute.org
http://mawazoinstitute.org/media-press/
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/lifestyle/society/Science-is-My-Little-Thing/3405664-5015230-12xtgo/index.html
https://nairobigarage.com/event/after-office-hours-with-dr-rose-mutiso/
http://ikigainairobi.com/mawazo-institute-ikigai-nairobi/
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/4/25/dna-an-instruction-manual-for-all-organisms
https://mawazoinstitute.org/blog/2019/6/12/chemistry-is-cool-young-girls-explore-science-with-mawazo
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The L’Oréal Foundation

CEO, Dr. Rose M. Mutiso was invited to join The New York Times Battle held
in Paris in partnership with the L’Oréal Foundation in February. Featuring 
six debaters, Rose joined the discussion debating  against the
motion that there should be quotas for men in scienti�c institutions. 

At the request of the Foundation, Rose was also invited to present at a
workshop contributing to the  Group of Seven (G7 )inputs on gender
equality on the theme: “Promotion of African women scientists and their
contribution to the global challenges the world is facing.” While in Paris for
the Workshop, she attended the Foundation's annual For Women in Science
(FWIS) Awards ceremony held in March. 
 

DAAD Alumni Conference
 

Mawazo attended the  DAAD Alumni Conference in March held under the
theme: "Young Scholars in Africa – Challenges and Opportunities," where
Rose participated  as a panelist alongside representatives from other
organizations that support young scholars in Africa. She also served on the
steering committee in charge of organizing the conference. Elaine Mungai,
Mawazo Programme Manager, showcased our work at the DAAD-organized
Market Place, where initiatives serving as support networks for scholars
were invited to display and discuss their work. 

Riara University The Conversation Africa

https://www.forwomeninscience.com/en/home
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Earlier this month, Elaine Mungai and

2018 PhD Scholar, Marilyn Ronoh,

participated in Riara

University's science diplomacy

seminar, held at its Nairobi campus.

The seminar's goal was to, "elevate

the role of science and research in

foreign policy of African states in

order to address national, regional

and global challenges."

Also this month, as part of its public

lecture series, The Conversation

paired Mawazo CEO Dr. Rose M.

Mutiso with APHRC Executive

Director, Catherine Kyobutungi for an

engaging discussion on moving from

"Evidence to Action: How to connect

your research with policy makers and

how to use evidence to in�uence

policy."

 

With every newsletter, we share with you some of our current favorite reads:

Kenyan varsities need training programmes for PhD supervisors (Business Daily)

 
The UK’s self-harming scandal of visa rejections for visiting academics (London

School of Economics)

 
As the continent digitizes rapidly, Africans need a bill of data rights to protect

them online (Quartz Africa)

 
Build science in Africa (Nature, International Journal of Science)

You are receiving this email because you have either signed up to receive emails from us, or you
were identi�ed as someone who might be interested in receiving this information. To opt-out

of future Mawazo Institute emails, please use the unsubscribe link. To contact us directly,

https://twitter.com/MawazoInstitute/status/1140889517932646400
https://twitter.com/MawazoInstitute/status/1138701878865387522
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/analysis/ideas/Kenyan-universities-should-train-PhD-supervisors/4259414-5125406-11fwuus/?fbclid=IwAR3xdsk9n__Co1zhXSRSa3ISUzC2zGO_k7UOeo1-gZu_7yugP5niqDl-AtE
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2019/05/21/the-uks-self-harming-scandal-of-visa-rejections-for-visiting-academics/?fbclid=IwAR29_Rzz8-ViVtJdkFLiHplYrK5D3KDDm7V5mp8Y921H_oP8LeikREkIAuo
https://qz.com/africa/1641394/africans-need-a-bill-of-data-rights-for-protection-in-digital-age/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01885-1#ref-CR1
https://www.facebook.com/mawazoinstitute/
https://twitter.com/MawazoInstitute
https://www.instagram.com/mawazoinstitute/
https://mailchi.mp/a5e598f012e7/hwww.mawazoinstitute.org
https://twitter.com/MawazoInstitute
https://medium.com/@contact_66731
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001vFccgiJ7HJ5Yxo89ci08oQ%3D%3D&ch=cf896950-1f85-11e7-9699-d4ae529a8639&ca=1d965a07-78d6-4665-89e5-bbf86ab25893
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please email us at contact@mawazoinstitute.org.
 

Want to change how you receive the Mawazo newsletter? You can update your preferences or
unsubscribe from this list.
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